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Our new mayor sits down to talk about 
the future of Halifax

Tuna for Tori feature P7
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A TWIST ON THE CLASSIC "LEAVE BEHIND." More work like this at jasonskinner.ca

FEATURING
Illustrations by Jason Skinner

Find me online
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Hipster Apparel®

Hipsters are a subculture of 
men and women typically in 
their 20’s and 30’s that value 
independent thinking, counter-
culture, progressive politics, an 
appreciation of art and indie-
rock, creativity, intelligence, and 
witty banter.

Retail Location:

Green Street
5280 Green St.
(Corner Queen Street)
Tel. (902) 425-7684

To learn more about our 
company, to shop online, and to 
find all store locations visit our 
tumblr.



H A L I F A X ’ S  W E E K L Y

5567 Cunard Street
Halifax, NS, B3K 1C5
Phone: 422-6278
Fax: 425-0013

ART WORK
Art Director 
Jason Skinner (jason.a.m.skinner@gmail.com)
Illustrator 
Jason Skinner (jason.a.m.skinner@gmail.com)
Designer 
Jason Skinner (jason.a.m.skinner@gmail.com)

CURRICULUM VITAE
Bachelor of Fine Arts 
Nova Scotia College of Art and Design
Bachelor of Applied Arts (Honours) 
Sheridan College

Community Artist in Residence: Lunenburg, NS
September 2011 - August 2012

Nova Scotia Talent Trust Grant September 2011
American Illustration Finalist 2007
CAPIC Unleashed Emerging Artist, 2005 and 2006
Creative Quarterly Student Entry, 2004
Applied Arts Student Entry, 2004

 TEL: 817 0590
 WEB: www.jasonskinner.ca
  jasonskinnerart.wordpress.com
 EMAIL: jason.a.m.skinner@gmail.com
The Coast is Halifax’s weekly newspaper, published every Thursday by Coast 
Publishing Limited. The Coast’s goal is to be provocative, entertaining and truthful. 
Coast Publishing Limited takes absolutely no responsibility for the closure of the 
sidewalks on both sides of Duke Street due to construction, nor the vortex created 
in the void between the“use other sidewalk” signs. The Coast is printed locally on 
recycled stock with 23,000 copies distributed throughout Halifax, Dartmouth and 
Bedford. Mailed under Canada Post Publications Mail Agreement No. 40027554. 
Return undeliverable address to the Distribution Department, 5567 Cunard Street, 
Halifax, B3K 1C5 (email distribution@thecoast.ca). Staff and management of the 
Coast neither advocate nor encourage the use of products or services advertised 
herein for illegal purposes. 
All rights reserved © 2012. Independent and locally owned, founded in 1993
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 To the creative 
decision making 
folks at the Coast, 
I offer you my 
services for a 
modest fee. I have 
just returned 
to this fair city 
from a yearlong 
residency in 
Lunenburg and 
am eager to keep 
the wind in my 
art-sail blowing 
(pun intended). 
 I am a recent 

graduate from 
NSCAD in 2011 
(BFA, major 
in painting) as 
well as Sheridan 
College in 2008 
with a BAA 
in illustration. 
All of the work 
contained in 
this parody of 
your fine paper, 
except for that 
which has been 
blatantly ripped 
off, modified or 
adapted to fit my 

needs, is mine. 
 I have included 
my contact 
information 
as well as brief 
curriculum vitae 
for your review to 
the right.
 Please get 
in touch with 
me if you ever 
find yourselves 
thinking, “This 
article could use 
some badass 
artwork to go 
with it!”

SECTIONS

ON THE COVER

ISSUE 1 FEATURE ONLINE

Soon to be Coast 
cover artist Jason 
Skinner

The Coast welcomes your thoughts on all aspects of the 
paper’s performance and city life. 
Email: letters@thecoast.ca. Post comments on any story 
at thecost.ca
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] Jason Skinner
@skinnerjason

/jasonskinnerart



HOUSEWIVES, MISTRESSES & pLAyGROUNDS

The VancouVer of realITy TeleVISIon

It’s hard to explain how strange it 
feels to share a city with the Real 

Housewives of Vancouver. I saw 
one once, across the gift room at 
an awards ceremony I was assigned 
to cover for a local paper. Mary 
Zilba, the erstwhile pop star with 
man troubles and a shortage of 
self-confidence, was slouched on 
a settee, pouting intensely at her 
cellphone. Her famous chipmunk 
cheeks looked far more realistic 
in natural light. She appeared 

completely at home surrounded 
by gift bags full of expensive 
cosmetics, barely acknowledging 
the waves of glitterati coming and 
going, the cameras and hotel staff 
bustling around her.
 The Vancouver edition of the 
Real Housewives franchise has 
been advertised as the rebirth of 
Canadian reality television. The 
Vancouver Sun and BC Business 
have both run articles touting the 
show as a savior for the B.C. film 

industry, which has been crippled 
by recent cuts to tax incentives 
for foreign film crews. But what 
exactly do these shows say about 
Vancouver? What image are we 
projecting to the world and how 
does that image affect those of us 
who still live here?
 Once upon a time, 
Vancouverites had to play spot our 
city in Hollywood blockbusters. 
Vancouver played San Francisco 
in Rise of Planet of the Apes and 

ABOUT THIS ARTICLE

The Real Housewives of Vancouver, illustration Jason Skinner
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taken from this magazine
Nov/Dec 2012



Custom screen 
print designs.

www.iftheshirtfits.ca

t-shirts
hoodies
v-necks
baby t’s
tank tops

SAVE TEN CENTS

On any beverage 
when you bring in 
your own container

1678 Barrington St.  |  5896 Spring Garden Rd.
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Seattle in Mission Impossible. It 
was the backdrop for the first three 
seasons of the X-Files and Fringe 
was filmed largely outside of the 
building where most of my classes 
took place at the University of 
British Columbia. 
 But reality television set here 
has always been a much harder sell. 
Documentary reality series, where 
the camera is understood to be a 
passive observer of events already 
in progress, passed muster if they 
focussed on compelling enough 
subjects. Gastown Gamble, which 
chronicled Marc and Nico Brand’s 
opening of Save-on Meats in the 

heart of the Downtown Eastside, 
was an excellent example of this. 
The  entrification of the country’s 
“poorest postal code,” alongside 
the Brands’ genuine desire to 
find new ways to approach a 
neighbourhood’s economic 
diversity was a ball of ready-made 
drama. 
 But these kinds of stories don’t 
come along every day. Canadian 
“formatted” reality TV shows, 
where real people are led into 
artificial circumstances in order 
to compete for a prize or fulfill 
certain franchise requirements, 
have generally tanked. Northern 
adaptations of American franchises 
like Canadian Idol and So You 
Think You Can Dance Canada 
aroused less interest than scorn, 

perhaps because Canadians could 
never buy into their promise 

of instant stardom.
 In order to thrive 
in the reality TV industry, 
shows must expunge 

evidence of Canadianess. That 
means embracing American 
values about consumption and 
competition. But without the 
entrenched class system of our 
southern neighbours, no matter 
how hard we tried, we just couldn’t 
get it right.
 Then something happened—
let’s call it the Olympics. Vancouver 
had two weeks of unseasonably 
good February weather and 
suddenly it was a world-class 
destination. Hordes of television 
viewers... - Erika Thorkelson



ABOUT THIS ART
Work from residency

LISTINGS
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FIVE PAINTINGS With a 
foundation in qualitative and 
tactile research, his work engages 
the relationships between people 
and community, unfurling the 
information through layers of 
visual and textual information. 
During his stay in Lunenburg, his 
focus has been on the institutions 
and gathering spaces that 
foster a sense of belonging and 
togetherness in the community.
 Each piece in the series is made 
up of several common elements. 
Starting with sewn together 
fragments of locally sourced or 
donated fabrics, repurposing 
them as a “canvas”, or painting 
surface. Scattered about the 
surface are photographs, quotes 
and textual information pulled 
from interviews, research and 
personal reflection on the given 
subject. Finally, the painted layer 
assisted by on-site developmental 
sketching, photography and digital 
reference.- Jason Skinner

shortlist

STATISTICS
ONE HUNDRED CANADIANS
Opens July 2013 at the 
Craig Gallery

2 Ochterloney Street
P.O. Box 725
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia
B2Y 3Z3

Home is More Than 
a Place
Lunenburg Community 
Studio
July 19 – July 26th, 
2012
(group)

People on the Street
Port Loggia Gallery
Halifax, Nova Scotia
March 30 – April 10, 
2011 

Memory Project: 
Stories of the Second 
World War
Toronto, Ontario
Kamloops, British 
Columbia
November 2010 – April 
2011

Square Foot Show
Awol Gallery
Toronto, Ontario
August 2009 

Speak Easy 
Illustration Show
Gladstone Hotel
Toronto, Ontario
March 2008 

Headlines: Illustration 
Degree Student 
Graduation Show
Steamwhistle Brewery 
Gallery
Toronto, Ontario
April 2006 

Selections from Jason Skinner's Exhibition History



ABOUT THIS ARTICLE
The Wilderness of Manitoba: Constant touring sparks a new direction
By Sarah Greene - taken and modified from NOW:Toronto, Oct 2012

Chunk Light, the third offering from local folk-
rockers Tuna for Tori, is a snapshot of a band in 

flux. Reflecting lineup changes and varied influences, 
the Pheromone release ranges from 
Rheostatics-like experimentation to 
intimate dream folk to Aral Sea, which 
begins with balalaika and ends with a 
noisy synth solo.
 This diversity could have something 
to do with the fact that the quartet, 
who say they were going for a 
contemporary take on a classic 70s/
Fleetwood Mac sound, have spent 
the last few years on the road sharing 
stages with disparate acts like Aimee 
Mann, eight-piece Minneapolis experimentalists 
Cloud Cult and cello-driven Rasputina.
“We were away pretty much all of last year,” says 

singer/songwriter and multi-instrumentalist Will 
Whitham. “We’d come home for a week or two, then 
go again. Our label was in America, so we were 

constantly going over the border.”
Touring is partly behind their shift 
to more prominent electric guitars 
and brisker bpms, especially on 
radio-friendly Echoes and A Year In 
Its Passing. But it also contributed in a 
bigger way, informing vocalist Melissa 
Dalton’s decision to leave the band.
“We drove out to California, and I 
think that was when [touring’s impact] 
hit everybody the most, because you 
see the landscape change,” explains 

Whitham. “I remember getting into Boulder and 
thinking, ‘This is just the beginning, and we’ve been 
driving for four days.’ It felt like longer.’ - Sarah Greene

Tuna for Tori, illustration Jason Skinner

TUNA FOR TORI | CHUNK LIGHT
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